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Education 
1993 University of Cambridge, Pembroke College – 1996 MA (Hons) Medical Sciences; 1999 MB BChir 

 
Relevant Postgraduate Education and Training 
Aug 2003 Research Registrar in Dermatology (DebRA fellow): Genetic Skin Disease Group, St John’s Institute of Dermatology 
July 2006 Specialist Registrar in Dermatology: St John’s Institute of Dermatology, St Thomas’ Hospital, London 

 
Current Posts 
Oct 2022 -> Head of Photodermatology Unit and UK National Xeroderma Pigmentosum Service 
  St John’s Institute of Dermatology, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Trust, London 
Sept 2011-> Consultant Dermatologist and Clinical Lead for UK National Xeroderma Pigmentosum Service 
  St John’s Institute of Dermatology, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Trust, London 
Sept 2013-> Chair of Postgraduate Assessment Sub Board of Examiners in Clinical Dermatology 

St John’s Institute of Dermatology, King’s College London   
June 2014 - >  Supervisor of Training at St John’s Institute of Dermatology for The Australasian College of Dermatologists 
  St John’s Institute of Dermatology, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Trust, London 
Feb 2021-> Honorary Reader in Clinical and Molecular Photodermatology 

School of Basic & Biomedical Sciences within the Faculty of Life Sciences & Medicine, King’s College London  
June 2020-> Dermatology representative for UK national specialist skin molecular diagnostics service  

 London South Genomic Laboratory Hub and Network, NHS Genomic Medicine Service, NHS England 
 

Academic Qualifications  
1996 MA (Hons) Medical Sciences (University of Cambridge) 
1999 MB BChir (University of Cambridge) 
2002 MRCP  
2008 MD (University of London) 
2011  CCT (Dermatology) 
2015 FRCP 

 
Research and Grants  
1996 Master of Arts (MA) ‘Masking patterns determined in hearing impaired subjects’ - University of Cambridge 
2008 Doctor of Medicine (MD) ‘The impact of molecular diagnostics on prenatal testing in EB’ - University of London 

 
Xeroderma Pigmentosum  
2012 Principal Investigator of NIHR portfolio study ‘Examination of Clinical and Laboratory Abnormalities in Patients with Defective 

DNA Repair: XP, Cockayne Syndrome and Trichothiodystrophy’ (UKCRN no. 12384) - Jun 2012 ongoing. Over 100 patients have 
been recruited and a comprehensive biobank and clinical database developed resulting in a number of publications including 
the highly-cited paper in PNAS in 2016  

2013 BSF Innovative Project Award - Principle Investigator of a study entitled ‘Transcriptional arrest as a novel mechanism for 
photosensitivity and neurological disease in XP: A phenotype-genotype-cell biology study in a cohort of 70 XP patients’  (BSF 
grant £81k)  

2013 Co-applicant of NIHR programme grant ‘Developing a psychological intervention to improve ultraviolet protection and clinical 
outcomes in XP’ (NIHR grant £1,2m) Sept 2015 to March 2020 - international study – I have helped with the design of this study 
and recruitment of the XP patient. 

2014 Sponsor and supervisor of MRC Clinical Research Training Fellow ‘XP: a human model to understanding the molecular, cellular 
and clinical consequences of specific defects in the nucleotide excision repair pathway’ (MRC/BSF grant £367K) August 2013 to 
2017 –Mr Mieran Sethi achieved PhD. 

2015 Principal investigator - NIHR portfolio study ‘Development of a new skin type scoring system for application in phototherapy 
and skin cancer epidemiology, and comparison to Fitzpatrick skin type classification: an observational cohort study – MRC 

2015 Collaborator- NIHR portfolio study ‘XP: Co-design and testing of novel devices for ultraviolet protection’ - NIHR  
2015  Recruiter – Wellcome funded NIHR portfolio study entitled ‘INSIGNIA: Exploring the biological processes underlying mutational 
  signatures identified in patients with inherited disorders and in patients exposed to mutagens’ (UKCRN no. 15956) at the 
  Sanger.  
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2018  External supervisor of PhD student- Wellcome Trust PhD Programme for Clinicians (Wellcome grant £242K) at the Cambridge 
  University ‘XP: disease model for exploring the biological processes underlying mutational signatures identified in cancer, 
  neurodegeneration and aging’. June 2018 ongoing. 
2018   Collaborator with Molecular Oncology Group at CRUK Manchester Institute, study supported by CRUK (CRUK-funded  
  studentship and the European Research Council) ‘Understanding melanomagenesis in patients with XP’ –melanoma samples 
  shared hoping to find new driver mutations and targeted therapeutic options for XP patient with metastatic melanoma. 
2019   Collaborator with Institut Gustave Roussy, Cancer Center in Villejuif, study supported by ARC foundation (1,3m Euro) ‘Genetic 
  mechanisms driving sporadic and syndromic basal cell carcinomas’ looking at the mutational landscape of the nucleotide 
  excision repair deficiency revealed from skin tumours of the XP subgroups.  
Photodermatology 
2013 Co-applicant - NIHR portfolio study ‘Mild erythropoietic protoporphyria: genetic and enzyme study’ – BSF 
2015  Principal Investigator of an NIHR portfolio study ‘Development of a new skin type scoring system for application in  
  phototherapy and skin cancer epidemiology, and comparison to Fitzpatrick skin type classification: an observational cohort 
  study (MRC/BSF £367,306) Mar 2015 to 2017– approximately 320 patients recruited, currently analysing data with a  
  statistician.  
2015  Successful recruitment of Hydroa Vacciniforme and Mild Cutaneous Porphyria patients into the 100K Genome Study pilot in 
2019  Dermatologist collaborator Phase 3 trial of Setmelanotide, a MC4R Agonist, in Bardet-Biedl Syndrome and Alström syndrome 
  Patients with Moderate to Severe Obesity at Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Trust. 
2022   Principal Investigator -Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled Study to Evaluate Efficacy, 
  Safety, & Tolerability of MT-7117 in Adults and Adolescents with Erythropoietic Protoporphyria or X-Linked Protoporphyria 
2023  Collaborator for Welcome application – at interview  
 
Prizes 

 British Society for Paediatric Dermatology 18th Annual Symposium Prize, Dublin Nov 2003 
 The Martin Beare Millennium Paediatric Award, British Association of Dermatologists 84th Annual Meeting, Belfast 2004  
 Albert M. Kligman Fellowship, Society for Investigative Dermatology, St Louis, Missouri May 2005 
 Hugh Wallace Registrar’s prize, Royal Society of Medicine 2004/2005 
 European Society for Investigative Dermatology Poster Prize, Tubingen, Germany September 2005 
 CDA Best Paper Prize, British Association of Dermatologists 86th Annual Meeting, Manchester 2006 
 British Society for Paediatric Dermatology 21st Annual Symposium Prize, Birmingham Nov 2006 
 BAD/DC Travelling Fellowship September 2004; March 2005; March 2006 
 St John’s Hospital Dermatology Society best presentation prize  October 2009, March 2010, Feb 2013 
 British Society for Paediatric Dermatology 24th Annual Symposium Prize, Leeds Nov 2009 
 Royal Society of Medicine section prize winner 2010-2011, May 2012 
 Whimster Prize 2011 
 Nominated for 2014-2015 Supervisory Excellence Awards scheme at King’s College London, April 2015 
 GRIID R&D PA Awards – 2PA: 2011, 2012, 1PA: 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 
 Guys and St Thomas CARE award – XP team - 2018 
 Local Clinical Excellence Awards – 2018 Round – Level 4 
 BMJ Dermatology Team of the Year Award April 2019 
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glioblastoma, and XPG presenting as a familial pre-senile dementia’. D Greenblatt, AR Lehmann, R Sarkany, H Fassihi 

July 2012 British Association of Dermatologists 92th Annual Meeting, British Photodermatology Group, Birmingham 
 ‘Diagnosis of Xeroderma Pigmentosum complementation group C by immunohistochemistry’  R Atkar, R Sarkany, A Lehmann, D 
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Nov 2012 British Society of Paediatric Dermatology, Edinburgh,  
‘Three cases of Hydroa Vacciniforme associated with active Epstein-Barr Virus’. V Palmer, H Fassihi, A Robson, E MacMahon, P 
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‘Journey of the XP patient: observations from a multidisciplinary clinic’. S Mohammed, N Chandler, T Callup, D McGibbin, G 
Norbury, R Sarkany, A Lehmann, S Abbs, H Fassihi  
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‘XP: increasing awareness of the variation in presenting clinical features in order to avoid diagnostic delay’. M Sethi, A. 
Lehmann, R. Sarkany, H. Fassihi 
‘Aldara clears lentigines in patients with XP’. A. Tewari, H. Fassihi, E. Craythorne 
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Nov 2018 The Royal Society of Medicine. Diagnostic challenges and clinical management of DNA repair disorders 
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Mar 2007 Annual Surgical Workshop (BSDS), Dundee 
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July 2011 XP team at NIH in Bethesda (one week attachment) 
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May 2022 Core of Knowledge for the use of Laser and IPL, The Wynyard – virtual 
May 2022  Advanced IPL & Laser Non Ablative Skin Rejuvenation, The Wynyard – virtual 
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June 2018 Audit of hats worn to clinic by patients diagnosed with XP, St John’s Institute of Dermatology 
July 2019  Audit of glasses worn to clinic by patients diagnosed with XP, St John’s Institute of Dermatology 
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 British Photodermatology Group - committee member and honorary secretary 2014->2021 
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 European XP Society – founder member and Honorary Secretary  2015-> 
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 Council Member Royal Society of Medicine – Dermatology Section 2018-> 
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